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Show Boats on America's Inland Streams
show at a street fair. The boat is tied to .

and remains there as kmi if tracclers wiU n"n8.By HENRI De QL ESTIER
CU- -riosity and a dime will wander TheriHvanrp notir nf thi fnmina t li.. r 1- 1-v...vv . - - e l i a 1 1 anrj 4i

is no "ballvhoo" to attract tiffht-se- r
A lurid banner is stretched acros the sh.,r

0r ' 7 7 announcing Wh,fhere is to be seen are tacked to trees, and hum? u
eneral store, at the landing. Everb. dy for 'ml

around, however, soon knows that the quacksal
if the landing, for nothing moves or stops on the

18

that isn't observed and talked about. The ponied
perate these ireak fh mi are queer human document

... - .wmjm men ailV, theV
U alert as a Coney Island side ih w spieler - 4

ar

cally, they are as inert
f'.inrtinn

a it is possibli be withintir1v rfinir tn at a limn u

show bouts will range the Ohio River andMORE this spring and summer than ever
were afloat upon that stream The ma-

jority of this craft will be ntrrtiffli picture theate
For today there is no more profitable show route in

the I "tv.ted States than the 1.000 mile length of the
Ohi R er. and the hundreds of miles of navigable wa-
ters of the seventy seven streams that empty into it.
vom oocd th Abroad rates that make overland trans-portitto- n

ot shows almost an mmotsihility, the cost of
carr;ng a show iron-- , r:er town to r.ver landing is
next to no expense at all.

All these show bvits w-'- l do a tremendous busine
The people who lire along the-.- r route have plenty of
NMtfJ to spend. Iut that :s only a minor reason for
the scramble to gel on the waterway this seal The
om-ner-s ot these shows are hoping to bu:lol reputations

cocvl pertormajmei that will be assets- reaches the volume
t'--at : s expected to attain

In :ture thtl watei show -- ov.te wfll be much
Ntto- - - t tociav ot the nearness to com-pJeti- o-

ot tlx cat ml ration of the Ohio Rfver. About
o k : : a o ot r.rt -- three locks and dams are in
crerattor. between, ts source and :ts mouth. When the
remac-ac-r of them m course of construction are in
opera or. a nine-fo- ot stage will be maintained in the

tveughcu: the ear
Heretofore, the Ohio River has been a whimsical

stra-- r ar-.cre- w th numerous and wide-apa- rt varia- -
r depth 7h.e not on se: ous'o interfered w:th

naTga:xxi. but at t .rr.es they brought it to a full stop
tor inh: e the charr.e'. CQwld then be forded at a
food many places above Cincinnati. Prospects for be-
ing on a permanently navigable thoroughfare have

mulated steamboating and business m every city andr. along the r.ver. and even a: little landings, where
; s : :o thing but a genera store in the center of a

s" three or fou: houses or the shore. And this
' ha -- cached w; up to the head of naviga-

tion on the tributaries.
As an illustration ot the e' -- ;ss that is rejected

in the number ot show boats on the Ohio River this
year, from one laid c t at s a smooth, unbroken
stretch ot sand with nothing upon it. 50aV0 barrels of
apples were shipped hy steamboat to Cincinnati last
tall There will be more of them shipped from this

ng in The average price received by the
I - for the apples was 5." a barrel, la d down on

the sand where the steamboat could pick them up. The
ml was grown on an area that took in not

MR than ten miles of the country back from the land-
ing. Between seasons,
w he- - : ; orchards do not

tour houses with well-settle- d , back of them on
these water routes

These small places have been intensivelj devel
in the past as govxi 'show towns." There is practically
HO expense attached to showing at their landings
Year after year, show boats have lotted m and out of
these more or less remoj ipoti e excSo.

of the larger places Few disasters have" occurred to
attract newspaper attention to the craft; and all the
other happenings to them take place where news sel-

dom travels htty miles from where it originates.
Consequently, few inlanders, even if they have heard

of show boats, can visualise the craft, beyond the fact
that they must be something that rioats. and that what-
ever shape they have, they carry a show from river

au to ner landing. Wil' that is what they do. plus
something more. The performances always are held
on hoard. There is no record of a water amusement
enterprise that had a successful season where the per--

ru.a ces were g ven in a tent or other structure on
the shore. To people who live along these streams
there is a glamour about the river, and the things that
tioat upon it. that never is dimmed. Most of their joy
m going to see a show is the opportunity to be aboard

ng that I enetrtitHy is a part of the waterv
be will not patromce land shows to the extent

that they will those whose performances are given on
the water.

From the standpoint of the show-bo- at owners this
attitude is very satisfactory. When the boats are set
t r a performance at the beginning of the season there
is no need I d iturb the arrangements until the close

t the season, when the boat is overhauled and re-
painted for the succeeding season. That eliminates wag-- v

horses and worKingmen who otherwise would be
required to haul ti e tents and paraphernalia on shore:
let theei up: tear them down, and haul them back at

:"t. There are no workingmen on a river show;on uanded by Federal re ns for the
steatr.b. at that pushes it.

About the best idea you can get of a river show
boat is to :rr.ac.::e yourself picking up a freak show
from a street fair: or lifting your favorite theater or
motion picture house, putting it down on the surface
of the Ohio River, hitching a steamboat to it. if your
co ce is a theater if it is a freak show, letting it drift
inth the current and in that fashion float down the
waterway, giving performances wherever you can drum

live in cabins built on the rear of their b ats
Floating theaters, also, are divided into two distinrclasses, the theaters and the motion picture sho

The latter scat about two hundred person and
towed by small gasoline beats. Electricity t r the sh
and for illuminating purposes is generated on the
ohne boat. Their interiors are arranged precisely lfl
those of any land motion picture theater. The
quarters for the owner and the crew and the oe0o?
required to operate the show are in the rear of SI
theater. There is a small amount of advance workdone by these shows not many days ahead of the outfit. Then the advertising is confined to a few ham!
bills distributed at the general store at the landing
because the motion picture craft seek out the smallerplaces They show there for one night, and go
with a slight profit. The principal advertising i$ don!
by a compressed air calliope when the crat- -

' irrnZ atthe landing.
Floating theaters of the first class are towed bv asteamboat. Usually it is large enough to quarter theperformers and the musicians in about the same style

as if they were put up at good hotels. Where the tow-bo-at

is small, it quarters only the crew, and the pe-
rformers and musicians live in rooms bu:l- -

d the the-- "ater boat.
The superstructure of a floating theater is a two-stor- y-

affair, painted white and trimmed with aluminum
paint to give the appearance of silver mountings.
Large windows are left in the sides to pr ri le ventila-tio-

n.

A gangway is built along its sides t gn access
to the rear when a performance is on a- - : ,t m,.. . . ummirsible to go through the interior of the structit The
boat is heated by steam in cool weather; cooled br
electric fans in hot weather: and it is lighted by el-

ectricity generated on the

demand a::. on, timber
is cut in the vicinity, and
w orked into the cooperac;
used sh.p: :.g the crops.

In termer years, none
s work was done.

. be orchids were neg-- 1
cored Co-r- pa rat ore oy few

apr'es were shipped from
arc there

w as r drpr-dah- le w ay to
get the crop to market,
except hy wagons to the

o a ng cl:ancc
away ;r cana
was assured, however, the
orchards were gone over,
wd their product on is in-
creasing. There is now a
co " - cheap way
to marWe: tbe crops
" rr wbr - t - c c ; ma- - o

tor arr'r is hca-- Ard
thus sever, time- - r.ftj
thousand is the total num-b- e

ot -- cw 3yirl tj Jfcg

people thus --eevr. have
to spenc that cud - t co-r- e

:c therr I hey are
:r vet crate show boat
patron all ot them. ever,
to thx tar l:rr ts : thi
trr ule a-- ea a-- d bevc- - d
:t Mo. t : this Irvelmess
h a similar stir m al
v u stories along
the fall length i me

' ' a o. you have
the - ar : c; ts -- a-

towboat. The outfit is

steered from the roof ot

the theater. Lines are
carried id - the root,
and across the roof of the

.amboat to the rudder.
Sigr.als t er.cir.eer

are given by ties, and

the lines t the whistles
are carried back in the
same mart -

At the frrrt and rear
ends the lower story is

cut away t :?rm a deck.
The project:- - c -- pper story
: : - - a ver these

end deck- - I or ward

canopy S inc a comfor-
table - - the rear

canopy - r.g the

kitchen and dining room.

Behind t: i : ird ca-

nopy are two medium-size- d

reOOM M each side

of a narr a hallway. They

are the apartments of the

proprietor or manager,

who is a peculiar combin-
ation of showman and riv-erm-

o: these

rooms two or three others

are buih. They are occ-
upied bv performers and

the pilot when the tow-bo- at

is i small craft Be--

ord the se : :

balconv. There ft no gal-l- er

on a float. nc theater.
"Entrance to the theater

n
t r rtx okM CMMBt a i iaai dme The rc tail aikd iMR

"i i be arch.rtect..- - crift will be
is m the center ol

iront deck. At one side of the door is the ticket orr.ee,

on the e ther side is the room of the star "I
tiott. A nassacewav het-ee- t'- : Wet :mce ar. tnc

star's room leads to the inter - : -a- gC"

: c: show bo: or n - a- -
Hojererjw few people who 1m awav fmec the

a g rnany who Ire m the crrjes or.
a- -f ajiare of this Quickness in the river

J0 They never even have heard of a shorn' - ug - the crat: have r.ax .rated the mlaV- - wae-va- -

ot this country :or so raro yea-- s that r; .rj
kpews w her. or how the sta-t- ed to do rt The Olio
jx vrr w as the r.rst breeder ct w v S;:s. and - - V'

a- - a ruarter c: a cemrv they have beex onem its important elements of tramc

: ng w::h ur :fiK ' " -- .jol Se

i-r- sr f :nee :ac i - t has beer - -

" -- vr. is i tv-- .i t-
-

make

way a r. cht : Itaols t the Sa : r.y.
Except in decorations, there is no difference

en

the interior of a floatsnf Aeater and a snow

house on land. The interior of the former is Pm"
whrte, and there is no attempt to conceal the iron row

and braces that ge stabibtw to the structure, m
seats are on an inchne, and they befnn near the coot.

The reseirved sea's ocenpv about half of the seatw
space In the upper stretches cf the Ohio, reserved
seats pas under that name-- Farther downstream
is a belt m which then are known as "set down seat..

probably beoause they are insurance of a conttortioi
place in which to sit. and an unobstructed view oi w

sikw when the crowds orerwow the seating tfM'
which vanes from TiV to is often the a.-Th- e

staire xxnpies the entire width ot the theaie

at the rear end. The scenery is the work oMtf
artists, and in variety it meets all of the

I am repertoire show, presentmf dramas g5
dies, or a show with a program made my entirely

icwiner are nitcned to no motive power Thev fl.--t

SJ? - Poles, Their season terms tafkiwt

re- - ' -- ce to n.at dem- - br . V ?

ian. 7 -- K ' '
'

1 "v c: Lcmi- -
.- u v.

r-- that ou-e- o- ,r.
T r Ot a fleet got

serred whales mTJLlLSSS rAnrf ircm
m --

Knee r--, JllL g h. and
mache in orth CamtwvWu aIcmJ fr napier-trea-

eahteed TT JTlr!?ltWj to torlom

tea to tie to else water front anc
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